
 
 

North American Carrier Bond Enrollment / Processing Checklist 

To proceed with a carrier bond application, please provide the following: 

United States - International Carrier Bond (ICB) 

• U.S. ICB Application - Please complete and return the application in its entirety. 

Once received, we will issue the ICB invoice. 

• Importer Number (if applicable) - If the carrier has previously held a bond, please 

provide the importer number.  

When a carrier applies for an ICB for the first time, they are assigned an importer number, 

which serves as a permanent identifier with U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP), 

even if the bond is later cancelled. This importer number will be required if the carrier needs 

to reapply for a bond in the future. 

• Special Power of Attorney – must be signed by an authorized representative of the 

carrier and returned. 

• ICB Procurement Agreement - must be signed by an authorized representative of 

the carrier and returned. 

• SCAC Code (if applicable) - A Standard Carrier Alpha Code (SCAC) is required only 

for cargo-carrying operators filing electronic cargo manifests through CBP’s ACE 

system. Passenger-only operators filing APIS data do not require a SCAC code. 

To obtain a SCAC code, please visit: http://www.nmfta.org  

• Payment - Payment is required prior to submission of the ICB application. 

If the application is urgent and payment cannot be received in time, proof of 

payment may be accepted in order to proceed with submission. 

Once all required documentation and payment have been received, we will submit the ICB 

application for processing. The processing time is generally 24–48 hours following submission. 

Once the bond has been processed, we will receive the executed ICB and forward it to you along 

with our ICB confirmation. 

 

U.S. bond options: 

• Type 3A Bonds (US $20,000) - $350 annually – Passenger or non-cargo carriers 

(cruise lines, ferries, yachts) filing only APIS or crew data. 

• Type 3 Bonds (US $100,000) - $1,750 annually – Cargo-carrying vessels filing 

electronic cargo manifests through CBP’s ACE system. 

• Miami Bonds (US $150,000) - $2,500 annually – Higher bond amount required by 

CBP Miami for high-volume or repeat-call operators. 

Please note that it is the carrier’s responsibility to determine the appropriate bond amount required 

for their operations. 

In the rare event that a port requires a higher bond amount than those listed above, we will liaise 

with the surety company and advise on the available options and required process. 

http://www.nmfta.org/

